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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office action is responsive to the amendment filed 1 8 October 2006. 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. Claims 21-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being incomplete for 
omitting essential structural cooperative relationships of elements, such omission amounting to a 
gap between the necessary structural connections. See MPEP § 2172.01. The omitted structural 
cooperative relationships are: the relationship between "a boot device" and "a programmable, 
non- volatile memory". Claims 22-25 depend on claim 21. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. Claims 21 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Keene et 
al., U.S. Patent No. 5,987,551. 

As per claim 21, Keene discloses a system comprising: 

a controller to modify the address of a boot device (fig. 3, controller 200 modifies address 
of ROM BIOS 201; col. 5, lines 32-57; col. 2, lines 4-17); 

a volatile memory coupled to said controller (col. 6, lines 20-25, system memory); 

a bus coupled to said controller, said bus configured after the boot sequence (fig. 3, PCI 
bus; col. 4, line 62 - col. 5, line 9); and 
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a programmable non-volatile memory coupled to said bus, said memory storing 
system boot instructions (Keene inherently has non-volatile memory storing system BIOS, which 
is separate from expansion BIOS of peripheral device). 

As per claim 22, Keene discloses said system boot instructions include the basic 
input/output system (system BIOS is inherent in Keene). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
5. Claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Keene as applied 
to claim 21 and 22 above. 

As per claim 23, although Keene does not expressly teach said non- volatile memory is a 
FLASH memory, using FLASH memory for storing BIOS instructions is well known in the art. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Albert Wang whose telephone number is 571-272-3669. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9:30 - 6:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas C. Lee can be reached on 571-272-3667. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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